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Partners for International Business Program: 
Waste and Circular Economy Business in Australia 

Update March 2021: PIB application has been submitted to RVO 

In Australia, things tend to be huge. The current waste challenges and aspirations are no 
exception to this. The federal government and the states have formulated ambitious goals to 
overcome the ongoing waste crisis. Major investments have been announced. This is a good 
moment for Dutch companies to step in and offer the products and expertise necessary to 
improve waste management down under. 
In a Partners for International Business (PIB) program, a cluster of Dutch companies in 
corporation with the Dutch Government (Embassy network and RVO) position themselves on 
a foreign market. A good example is the NL Ecoparks cluster targeting Indonesia 
(www.nlecoparks.com). Of course COVID-19 poses a continued challenge for international 
business, but there are alternatives. Digital meetings and matchmaking events bring even the 
furthest places close to home. Considering the urgent waste and innovation agenda of the 
Australian authorities, now is the time to take action. Governments at all levels and businesses 
are open to innovative solutions, partnerships and international collaboration. Moreover, the 
Netherlands is widely recognized as a global leader in Waste and Circularity. Despite the 
current challenges, Australia remains one the world’s most stable and robust economies. 
Dutch companies active in waste management and circular economy are invited to join the 
PIB cluster that is planning to position itself on the Australian market. 

Goals of the PIB program 
1. Dutch companies in waste and circular economy explore the Australian market 
2. Dutch companies position themselves through concrete deals, partnerships with local 

companies, representations, local offices, participation in local projects, etc 
3. Representatives of the Australian business sector (as well as Government 

representatives) get an in-depth impression of the Netherlands as a frontrunner in 
integrated waste management and the circular economy 

4. The Australian public sector in waste management and circular economy is 
strengthened. As a result, Australia is supported on its path towards sustainable 
development and the groundwork is laid for future Dutch business and cooperation 

Action plan 
If the PIB proposal is approved by RVO, the cluster of companies defines three year action 
plan. Typical PIB activities are the following: 

 Physical or digital outbound trade missions to key events (including Holland Pavilion) 
and/or Road Shows to focus states and cities in Australia (including matchmaking) 

 Incoming delegations of key companies and public/private organizations in the 
Australian waste and CE sectors visit the Netherlands 
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 Brochure, website and possibly audiovisual material in English about waste 
management and the circular economy in the Netherlands, including the product and 
service portfolio of the participating companies 

 Economic diplomacy support by the Netherlands Economic Team in Australia (the 
Netherlands Embassy in Canberra and Consulate-General in Sydney) 

 A parallel Government-to-Government (and possibly Knowledge-to-Knowledge) 
cooperation program meant to strengthen the Australian public sector in waste/CE on 
a federal and/or state level and create fertile ground for Dutch business 

 Tap into existing Netherlands – Australian research and academic networks. 
 Continuing support by a representative (liaison) based in Australia 

Participants 
Participation is open to Dutch private sector suppliers of products and services in waste 
management and circular economy, plus a knowledge institute in Waste/CE. 

The following companies have already expressed interest in the program: Blue Phoenix, 
CEYES, DMT Environmental Technology, Dutch Power Group, Geesinknorba, Hofstetter BV, 
LUNE/MadeCircularBy and Morssinkhof/Rhymoplast. ENVAQUA will act as cooperation partner. 

Costs 
Private sector participation in the PIB Australia program costs EUR 2.500 + VAT a year1. The 
Dutch Government invests a maximum of EUR 350.000 in the program. This covers the 
following package: 
 

 Participation in physical and/or digital trade missions and Road Shows (ex travel costs, 
room and board) 

 Preferential position during incoming visits of Australian delegations (e.g. the 
opportunity to invite delegates for a company visit or field trip) 

 Inclusion of the company in all PR materials 
 Support by the local liaison in Australia 
 Preferential position during specific events and opportunities 
 An equal say in the PIB strategy, action plan, ToR of the liaison etc. 

More information 
For additional information please mail or call 
Bert Keesman of MetaSus, +31 6 12699014, 
keesman@metasus.nl.  

 

 
1 Assuming a minimum of eight companies will participate. Members of the Dutch Association of Environmental 
and Water Technology Providers (ENVAQUA) get a 20% discount. 


